FIRELINE HANDBOOK

CHAPTER 1—
FIREFIGHTING SATETY
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SAFETY FIRST—NO EXCEPTIONS

This is the basic form of the Fire Line Handbook, also known as 410-1

- Versions of this handbook may include geographic information, weather, dangerous
animals,and area specific travel, and/or be disasters specific.

- Developed by different agencies, states and even private companies [Examples:
USFWS/Hurricane and Delta Response Manual, FEMA/Housing Handbook for
Responders, CDF (California Department of Forestry)/has a handbook for hotel
managers as well].

This handbook is essentially a supplement to the Fireline Handbook, stating basic
guidelines and common sense suggestions.

This handbook, or portions of it, could be made available on line.
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Managing Vehicle Traffic Under Severe
Smoke Conditions

Smioke has the potential to ¢ause severe safety
hazards wo vebicle traffic in the vicinity of active
fires. aspecially st nighr

»  When potential smoke-related problems are
identified:

v Advise the Agency Administrator that
severe smoke conditions exist.

v Implement preplanned actions such as
posting “smoke Warning” sigms.

v Ensure proper equipment s ready and
appropriate personne! are briefed on
contingency plans and are available to
coutrol traffic.

v Netify local law enforcement units of
potential problem.

«  Estmblish periodic patrols to monitor smoke
impacted areas.

+  When smoke-relared affic problems occur,
first person on the scene must maindzin traffic
control until relieved. He or she should take
immediate action to prevent injuries and
damages by

~ Esmblishing congol peints on both sides
of the impacred area.
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Lower the dozer blade znd/ox fire plow o the
Fue s when the 3] is idling or
stoppedt.

Do not get immediasely in front or behind
equipment in OpeTation.

When working with a dozer or tracror-plow
unit, stay at jeast 100 feet in fromt or 50 feet
behind.

Allow no cne trat the opegator 1o ride on the
Squipment.

Never get on or off of moving equipment.

Provide front snd rear lights for equipment
working at night or in heavy smoke.

Provide liphes and fluorescent vest to
personnel working with dozer:tractor-plow
amits 1o ensure visusl contact with the
CPETRLOT.

Use hand signals for direction and safery. {See
Appendix A for hand zignals.)

Do not use 3 dozer of wactor-plow without 2
canopy. brush guard snd redio
COmRMBicatons.

Operstors will wesr required safety clothing
and carry a fire shelter.

He aware of different foel types and their
fammability.
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v'  Slowing or stopping tradfic entering tha
area and advising drivers of siternate
Toutes.

' Assigning a person to keep a log of what
actions are taken.

¥ Ensuring warning signs are in place snd
any other prepianned scnions have been
mplemented

¥ Notifying persoune]l who have been
identifiad and equipped to direct traffic
responsibilities for traffic comtrod.

v Implementing madic and television traffic
advisories for the impacted area.

Smoke moving unexpectedly into sn ares may

‘be an indication of changing burning

conditions. All oaffic should be excluded nntil

this change can be evaluated

‘When smoke-related traffic accidents oconr,
fire persormel on the scene should:

+  Make all efforts so assist and prosect
people.

v Notify, if necessary, appropriate medical
units and requast assistance.

»  Notify sppropriate law enforcement vmits.

¥ Provide additional personne) for traffic
conrol, if necessary.

v ldemtify any hazards.
+ Brief crew on safety zone plan, tactical

plan escape plan (to safety zone and for
refage).

v Crew stays close to stracture.
Power Line Hazards

If possible, the power company should deactivate
lines in the fire ares that may endanger firefighters.
Al personnel should be cantioned agamct directing
water streams or serisl retardant inro high-tension
lines. They should also be made Fware that the
smoke may become charged and conduct the
electrical current.

msycmﬁmempuseaﬁmdmmcmdmﬁan‘
»  Identify, map, and discuss at briefings ail
electrical lines on the incident.
«  When around power lines:
» If a power line falls on your vehicle,
DOA'Y Jeave vehicle until the power
copapany arrives. If the vehicle is on fire

or fire i near, jump clear, DOX'T hang on,
keep feet together and bunny hop away.

»  Minimize operstion of heavy equiprasnt

under power lines.
¥ DON'T drive under power lines with long
antennas.
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E:zsential Incident Response Driving
“ARRIVE ALIVE™™
Always dnve defensively

Reducing response vehicle speed can prevent
rollovers

Red traffic signals and stop sigs mean complete
STOP

Insist that vehicle occupants use seat belts
Verify vehicle occupants are seated and belted
Evaluate road surface and weather conditions
Abide by feders] and state motor vehicle lsws

Lengthy response distances reqaire frequent rest
stops

Initiate standard vehicle backing operating
procedares

Vale occupant snd public safety versos tirne and
speed

Exnter dangerous curves and intersections
camtiously




